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Survey of skeletal deformities 

in farmed cod

ÅTo produce an overview of the amount and types of most 

common skeletal deformities in farmed cod in Norway

ÅDevelop a system for fast responses to the cod producers 

on the prevalence of deformities in their juvenile 

production
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Background and organisation

ÅInitiativ from FHL Havbruk and Sats på torsk

ÅNofima is responsible for the practical organization 

ÅPart I (2005-2006) was financed by FHL Havbruk

Å11 participants

ÅPart II (2007-2009) is financed by Innovation Norway

ÅAll producers showed interest, but only 7 

producers have sent samples so far

ÅCooperation with InCod from August 2008
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Method

ÅNofima sent equipment for sampling of fish plus a detailed 

sampling protocol to each producer 

ÅThe producers send fish from different groups for analysis, 

approximately 50 fish per group

ÅFish < 5 gram were fixed in formalin 

ÅFish > 5 gram were frozen flat 

ÅThe samples were sent over night to Nofima for analysis

ÅThe producers receive a report on the prevalence of 

skeletal deformities in each of their fish groups

ÅFinal report included results from all producers, but were 

anonymous


